
 

 

Dear Haller School Community, 
 

Here are some timely reminders for the safety and well-being of our students: 

 

Valentine’s Day on February 14  

This is an opportunity for kids to show others how much they care.  It’s very uplifting to see the joy they have in 

exchanging valentines with one another.  In keeping with school district policy we ask that students bring non-food-

centered valentines.  This may be new to you, but it is in keeping with school board policy, and your cooperation is 

greatly appreciated.  As always, check with your student’s teacher regarding classroom plans for this special day. 

 

Afterschool Pickup 

Remember that we adults are role models for our students.  Let’s make sure we are modeling great habits, language 

and actions.  Be courteous to other drivers and to staff who are helping in our parking lot.  Remember to pull forward 

as far as possible in the pickup lane—there are no “special spots” to meet your student, and don’t leave your car 

unattended. Remain in the front of the school to meet your student.  Safety is our number one priority and we 

appreciate all you can do to help with this.  

 

Attendance Matters 

Your child’s learning is impeded if they aren’t in school.  Please review the list of valid excuses for absences outlined 

on page 2 of this newsletter.  You may direct any questions or concerns to myself or to Assistant Principal  

Shelley Jefferson. 

 

My door is always open to hear your thoughts, answer questions, or share good news!  Thank you for sending your 
kids to Haller Elementary—-we consider them as gifts to us! 

 

   Becky Stanton, Principal 
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No School on February 17—Presidents Day  

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

Snow caused delayed starts 

and school closures during 

the week of  Jan. 13-17.  

Head custodian Brandon 

Brown worked diligently 

 shoveling and salting to  

keep walkways safe. 



 Visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org 

Attendance Reminder 

 The following are valid excuses for absences:  

1. Participation in a district or school approved activity or instructional program;  
2.  Illness, health condition or medical appointment including but not limited to medical,  

counseling, dental or optometry.  
(A note from the provider is required in order to excuse the absences 

 for all appointments.);  
3. Family emergency, including but not limited to a death or illness in the family;  

4.   Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or participation 
 in religious or cultural instruction;  

5.  Court, judicial proceeding or serving on a jury; 
6.  Post-secondary, technical school or apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview;  

7.  State-recognized search and rescue activities consistent with RCW 28A.225.055;  
8. Absence directly related to the student’s homeless status;  

9.  Absence resulting from a disciplinary/corrective action. (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension,  
emergency expulsion); and  

10. Principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually agreed upon approved activity. 
Please fill out an Anticipated Absence form at least three days prior to the absence.  

Forms are available in the office.  
Principal Becky Stanton (or designee) has the authority to determine if an absence meets the above criteria for 

an excused absence.  Assistant Principal Shelley Jefferson may also be consulted.  For more information please 

access Policy/Procedure 3122/3122P under the School Board tab at www.sequimschools.org.  
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Staff and students promoted 

their favorite football teams for 

the big Seahawks vs. Packers 

game all in good spirits.  At left, 

head custodian Brandon Brown 

dons “cheese head” attire.   

Below, Eric Danielson’s fourth 

graders good naturedly josh 

with classmate Kaija Johnson for 

her Packers allegiance. 

No, this was not a  

cafeteria food fight! 

Students watched as 

Brandon Brown  

delivered a pie in the 

face to  

Shelley Jefferson.   

(Yes, it was about a 

football bet!) 

https://www.sequimschools.org


 

Telephone 360.582.3200 * Fax 360.681.8543 * Website hhe.sequimschools.org 

From The Health Room 

School Hearing Screening 

Periodic hearing screening is recognized as an integral part of preventative pediatric health care. 

Schools are directed to screen students in K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 7th grade. The Health Services staff 

has nearly completed the Sequim School District’s annual hearing screening.  Over 1,000 students 

were screened at Helen Haller Elementary and Greywolf Elementary with the help of many 

volunteers. If your student had any difficulty passing this screening you would have received a report 

with a suggestion that you arrange for an examination.  Please consider sharing your medical examination results with 

your child’s teacher or the school nurse as this information may be helpful in planning the education program 

 for your child. 

A special thanks from Health Services to Haller’s PTO and our volunteers who made this year’s screening possible:  

Mary Laboy, Lori Anderson, Tennille Bixby, Loretta Bixby, Michelle Ridgway, Robyn Bacchus,  

Christiane Ganss-Johnson, and Jen Lawless. 
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Sonja Bittner, RN/District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

360.477.7728 

Cherie Hendrickson/Haller Health Clerk 

cherson@sequimschools.org  

Cassie Cobb/Haller Health Clerk 

ccobb@sequimschools.org 

360.582.3239 

Kristin Mooney’s second 

graders practiced writing 

personal narratives about 

something they did over  

winter break.  They were  

encouraged to include  

details that would  

express how they felt.   

 

I can change the world with 

my own two hands 

Make a better place with my 

own two hands 

Make a kinder place with my 

own two hands 

 

Lyrics by Ben Harper Ione Marcy’s first graders 

learned about Martin  

Luther King Jr and social 

justice.  They commemo-

rated the lesson by each 

creating a hand-tracing 

painted with  

multiple colors. 

With My Own Two Hands 



 

LIBRARY LINK 

Thank you to all of the Helen Haller families who attended the district 

Family Reading Night. What an incredible event! It’s always so fantastic to 

see the joy at this event each year. All of our Sequim School District schools 

participate in this annual evening celebration of reading. If you didn’t make 

it this year, be sure to check it out next year! 

What are you reading? I recently read a picture book that has become a 

new favorite. Llama Destroys the World by Jonathan Stutzman made me laugh out loud and students loved it too. Llama 

makes the mistake of eating much too much cake and then squeezes into his dancing pants. His pants not only end up 

with a rip, but the rip is so loud, it tears open a black hole, which then proceeds to suck up the entire universe. Don’t 

worry—-it all ends well, I promise! 

Ever wondered what happens when a library book is lost? The Lost Book Tree sprouts a new leaf and needs someone to 

help it turn green. Hanging in the library, we now have a Lost Book Tree. The leaves are marked with the names and prices 

of books that have been lost in past years and have not been paid for or replaced. Anytime a lost book from past years is 

replaced with a new copy, paid for, or found, a leaf will turn from brown to green. Donations to pay for lost books are 

accepted in the Haller office and anyone can donate.  

We continue to give out lots of free books in our weekly book drawing! Classroom teachers decide how they want their 

students to enter the drawing and names are drawn each week. Winning students pick out a free, brand new book, 

purchased from Scholastic with our Book Fair rewards. One of our goals is to ensure all Haller students have 

lots of great reading material, both at school and home! 
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Questions or comments? Contact Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 

Lorrie Corder’s Kindergarteners had a 

Shape Fair in their classroom. Students 

were divided into small groups to make 

up Team Triangle, Team Hexagon, Team 

Square/Rectangle and Team Circle. The 

Shape Fair celebrated the end of a unit 

on 2-D and 3-D shapes. Each team 

worked together to answer questions 

about their shapes and record their  

findings on a presentation board.   



PTO McTakeover 

Take the family to dinner at the Sequim 

McDonald’s on Wednesday, February 12 between 

5—7 PM and a portion of the price 

of the meal goes to the Haller PTO 

for school programs! 

Non-discrimination Clause:  Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, na-

tional origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  

The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  

Title IX, and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator Dr. Robert Clark, rclark@sequimschools.org, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3262,  

and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator Matt Duchow, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

Upcoming Events  

Feb 3—7—National School Counselor Week 
Feb 3—School Board mtg @ 6 PM in board room 
Feb 5—PA Symphony Assemblies @ 8:30/9:15 AM 
Feb 6—Operation Valentine projects picked up 
Feb 10 -PTO Meeting @ 6 PM in HHE Library 
Feb 11 -Report Cards go home with students 
Feb 12—HHE PTO McTakeover from 5—7 PM 
Feb 13—Field Trip:  Rothwell to Audubon Ctr  
Feb 17—NO SCHOOL—Presidents Day 
Feb 18 -100th day of school, Box Tops due, School Board 
mtg @ 6 PM in HHE Library 
Feb 19—Field Trip: Beaver/Caron to Pt Townsend Marine 
Science Ctr, 8:30 AM—2:30 PM 
Feb 20—Field Trips: Hill/Klinger to Pt Townsend Marine  
Science Ctr, 8:30 AM—2:30 PM, Vincent to Audubon Ctr, 
8:30 AM—2 PM 
Feb 21—5th Grade Growth and Development 
Feb 25—Field Trip:  Danielson to Pt Townsend Marine  
Science Ctr, 8:30 AM—2:30 PM  
Feb 28—5th Grade HIV/AIDS curriculum lesson 

School Hours 

Monday    9:15 AM - 2:45 PM 

Tuesday - Friday   8:15 AM - 2:45 PM 
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February 3—7 is National School Counselors Week 

Thanks to Jennifer Saul, our school counselor, for her  

wonderful work with Haller students! 

 

 

 

 

“Upon the subject of education … I can only say 

that I view it as the most important subject which 

we as a people may be engaged in.” 

 

Abraham Lincoln 

1809—1865 

16th President of the 

United States 

School Counselor Jennifer Saul can be 

reached at jsaul@sequimschools.org, 

360.582.3203. 

“Think about every problem, every 

challenge, we face. The solution to 

each starts with education.” 

George H. W. Bush 

1924—2018 

41st President of the United States 

“I feel that my education is important because I need it 

for other grades, and for the future.” 

 

Mattison Grace Messenger, 

third grader in  

Emily Ellefson’s class,  

future president of the  

United States 


